
 

President’s Report Orange Regional Arts Foundation 2016 
 
A warm welcome to the 2016 ORAF AGM.  
This has been my second year as President of the Foundation and I would like to 
thank the Board for their support and the time they have generously devoted to 
ORAF. 
 
Sadly Bernie Huxtable has resigned from the Board after a period of more than 30 
years. On behalf of all ORAF members, I would like to thank Bernie for his wise 
advice and valuable input. Nicolas Zographos has also announced his intention to 
resign from the Board and I thank him for his contribution. 
 
For me it has been a year of highs and lows. On the down side, I had hoped that we 
would see a greater increase in our membership, however we have only three new 
members. I welcome them with open arms, but for the Foundation to grow we need 
to increase that number. We are working on this, but it is a slow process. 
 
On the more positive side we have seen an increased awareness of ORAF via our 
fabulous new web site and Facebook page “Arts Orange”. I urge you to look at this 
page, “like” us and “share” the page with your friends. It’s a great way to keep in 
touch with what’s on in the district and to increase our profile in the community. 
 
Early in the year, Dr Peter Thomas, Director of Medical Services at the Orange Base 
Hospital sent a letter via Brad Hammond, regarding the Arts and Health Program at 
the hospital. ORAF was a key player in setting up the programme and in a national 
accreditation survey it noted that this “program is an excellent example of a 
collaborative approach to involving the community in health”. They also mentioned 
that “that the feedback and appreciation of this development demonstrated 
community pride and an easing of anxiety within the corridors of the hospital.” 
As a result of a suggestion by Bernie Huxtable, the Theatre now offers spare tickets 
to musical performances to students of the Conservatorium, at a reduced rate. This 
is a fantastic opportunity for young students and my thanks to Michelle Pearce and 
Donna Riles for working together to make this happen. 
 



In an effort to grow the Foundation we have looked further afield for advice and in 
July the Board had an inspiring visit from Jane Wynter, head of Philanthropy, Art 
Gallery of NSW. Jane advised us to be more pro-active and engage our members 
more, to put a strategy in place for the future, to concentrate our efforts on attracting 
younger members, develop partnerships within the community, to revamp the 
membership package for new members and to include a “bequests” page on our 
web site. All of this is in the pipeline and we will keep you informed. Any suggestions 
from members as to how we might grow our membership are welcome. As 
mentioned in my report last year, the best way to attract new members is by 
personal contact, so I ask you again, if you know anyone who might be interested in 
supporting the Arts in the Orange district, ask them to join or pass their details onto a 
member of the Board. 
 
Once again the Orange Theatre invited ORAF members to an “evening with the cast” 
of Bell Shakespeare to discuss their performance of Othello. We are hoping that this 
inspiring evening will be an ongoing event and one that I encourage you to attend in 
the future, for added insight into the plays. 
 
During the year, in conjunction with FORG (Friends of the Gallery), ORAF sought 
donations from members to help fund the purchase of the Senden Blackwood 
sculpture “Duo”, to celebrate the Art Gallery’s 30th Anniversary. The Foundation 
raised $20,000 and I would like to thank all those who participated. The sculpture 
was presented to Bradley Hammond, the new Director of the Gallery at a party in 
October. If you haven’t seen it yet, it sits outside the new Museum and is an admired 
addition to the new “arts precinct”. 
 
The much anticipated opening of the Museum is due on the 19th November with an 
exhibition titled, Journeys: People, Place, Stories. It will be wonderful to see the 
museum come to life and I encourage you and your friends to visit the exhibition. 
 
Submissions for grant are now reviewed twice a year, at the 30th October and 30th 
March and in the past year we have given over eight grants. 
For the second year running ORAF gave a grant to the Banjo Paterson Poetry 
Festival of $2000, for prizes in the poetry competition. I attended the Festival and 
was delighted to see how it has grown and attracted participants from all over 
Australia. 
 
A grant of $4500 was given to the Art Gallery to catalogue letters and manuscripts 
given to the gallery by Mary Turner covering the period she was with Macquarie 
Galleries. The collection includes letters from Ian Fairweather, Kevin Connor, 
Sydney Nolan and Grace Cossington-Smith and is a great addition to the collection. 
The material is accessible on line and by appointment. 
 
Luka Mihalicha, an up and coming Oboe student from the Conservatorium was 
granted $1000 to attend the Youth Orchestra Young Symphonist Programme. Luka 
reported back by a letter to the Foundation that the programme was very helpful in 
his studies and his given him greater confidence as a player. 
 
A grant of $3071 was given to The Orange Writers Festival, an initiative of the 
Library. The event was held over two days in July, with the theme of crime and was 



attended by several ORAF Board members who reported that it was a great 
success. 
 
Local girl Rosslyn Wythes was given a grant of $3300 to finalise her dance studies 
overseas. Rosslyn has reported that her studies went well and that she will return to 
Orange in the New Year with the view to giving workshops at Colourcity Dance and 
create an outdoor performance at the new Museum. 
The Orange Eisteddfod continues to inspire young people in the district to become 
involved in the Arts. ORAF gave $5000 towards scholarships in dance, music and 
theatre. 
 
ORAF was thrilled to help sponsor ($5000) renowned violinist Andrew Sords who 
performed at the Orange Theatre, in conjunction with the Colour City Orchestra. For 
those of us who attended it was an unforgettable evening of music. Andrew Sords 
also gave a masterclasses at the Conservatorium. Donna Riles reported that “our 
staff were overjoyed with the class he led for an hour and half. He worked with some 
very young violinists, right up to AMusA standard players and was very gracious with 
his advice and approach to the students. Please thank the Foundation for supporting 
this most worthwhile Master Class.” 
 
Dirt Lane Press was responsible for bringing the exhibition “Birds of a Feather”, a 
collection of charming illustrations from Iranian artists, to Ludlow Gallery in Lords 
Place, in November. ORAF helped fund the exhibition ($5000) and Margrete Lamond 
the director of Dirt Lane Press, gave a fascinating floor talk to ORAF members. 
 
The Young Ambassadors (Pop Art Collective) participated in a pop-up event in 
McNamara Lane during Wine Festival, involving street art and silent movies. It is 
hoped that this will be an ongoing affair. 
 
It was decided to postpone the planned ORAF end of year celebration until the New 
Year when everyone will have more time. A new date will be announced with the 
annual newsletter. Please put this date aside so that we can all get together and 
celebrate the work of the Foundation. 
 
Orange continues to grow as a centre of Arts in the district and ORAF is proud to be 
involved with this growth. As ORAF becomes more visual in the community, so do 
the demands on our funds become greater, hence the need to grow our 
membership. We will be putting a strategy in place in the coming year to more 
involve members in the Foundation and to work closely with our partners (Library, Art 
Gallery, Theatre, Conservatorium and Museum) to provide the community with 
greater access to the Arts. It is an ongoing journey and I ask that you come with us. 
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